Children First

The Religious Conference Management Association recently

donated an additional US$100,000 to feed starving children

around the world. Over the past four years, the association
has provided a total of $500,000 to the World Food Pro-
gramme. These funds have fed more than 10,000 children
during this time.

Color-Blind Pilots?

Color-blindness—which affects 1 in 20 men and 1 in 200
women—has excluded thousands of would-be pilots from
the cockpit. That's going to change, thanks to new re-
search sponsored by the British Civil Aviation Authority and
the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration, which resulted in
a more sophisticated test for the condition. By distinguish-
ing between mild and severe cases of color-blindness, the
new test will allow an estimated 35 percent of those who
would have failed past color tests to fly.
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No Holiday

Concerns about the economy and personal finance
have workers rethinking holiday plans, according to
a recent survey by CareerBuilder.com. Thirty-six
percent of employed workers in Europe report-

ed they are not planning to take a holi-

day in 2009. Of those not

planning to vacation, 41

percent of workers said

they simply can’t afford it

while another 10 percent

are worried about taking

days away from the office in

an economy where jobs have

been lost.

No Good News

The U.N. World Tourism Organization has revised its
forecast for the full year 2009, due to poor results
from its June World Tourism Barometer. According to
the report, international tourism declined by 8 percent
between January and April. Destinations world-

wide recorded a total of 247 million internation-

al tourist arrivals in those four months, down

from 269 million in 2008. Taking account of the
results for the first four months of the year and

the current market conditions, international

tourism is now forecast to decrease by between

4 percent and 6 percent in 2009.
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